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Sed HE Inquiſitive Part of Man- 
f 8 kind would perhaps be pnz- 
| \ | zling their Brains, to know 
RK which way I became ſo well 
acquainted with the Secret Hiſtory of 
the Perſon who makes the Subje& of the 
following Pages; did-«I not ſave them 
that Trouble, by informing them, that 

| notwithſtanding a "wide Difference in 
our Way 'of Thinking, I have ſpent a 
pretty deal of Time in his Company, 
clpecially during the laſt Four Ycars of 
Queen Anne's Reign. And as I always 
ww. BY found 


by 
*1 1 he 


Aim. <OL> 


| ED: 
found him a good-natured Man, (for t 
do not remember to have ſeen bim out 
of Humour) I would be asking him 
| Queſtions about the Reaſon and Manner 
of his having been fo often taken up and 
carry'd before Secretaries of State, and 
other Incidents of his Life; in his An- 
ſwers to which, he would be very frank 
and free, particularly when he had drank 
almoſt his Bottle ; for then he was thore 
than ordinary open-hearted. The reſt 
of the Memoirs and Adventures of this 
ColleQor of News, I had from ſuch Au- 
thentick Hands, that the Reader will ea- 
ſity be convinced they are Gendine; fot 
they tally exactly with what any one that 
has kept him Company, may have ga- 
ther'd from his own Diſcourſe. | 
. Abel was born in the Year 1665, of 
Honeſt Parents, at a Market-Town call'd 
Atherfton in Warwickſhire, about Nine 
Miles from the City of Coventry. His 
Father having a great Number of Chil- 
dren, could not do much for him, but 
gave him Granimar Education ; and 
when he was . about Twelve Years old, 
his Uncle, a wealthy Bookſeller in Lon 


don, fent for him, and putt him to School 
PA Ry 


SF. 
in that famous Metropolis, where he got 
into Greek before he underſtood Latin ; 
for you muſt know, he generally learnt 
his Leſſons by Rote ; and the Uſher neg- 


Icing him, Abel was utterly ſpoil'd for 


a Scholar. 
Being arrived at the Age of Fourteen, 


or thereabour, he was bound Apprentice 


to his aforeſaid Uncle Abel Roper, i 

Fleettreet: But his Maſter happening ws 
die within a Year and half, he was turn'd 
over to Mr. Chriſtopher Wilkinſon, (who 
was a ſtrict Churchman, and lived in 
the ſame' Street) to ſerve the reſt of his 
Apprenticeſhip, which he did very faith- 


fully and honeſtly ; and after having | 


been Journyman a Year with the ſame 


Maſter, he had a mind to ſer up for 


himſelf on the Foundation of 100 l. 
which his Uncle had left him by Will, 
beſide the ſole Right and Title to all his 
Copies of Books, valued at about 1o0/. 
more, Accordingly, he took one Side 
of a Saddler's Shop next to Bell-Yard, 


over-againſt the Middle-Temple Gate; 


and it being a little before the Happy 
Revolution, he induſtriouſly, tho? pri- 
rately, ſold Pamphlets tending to bring 


B 2 it 


Fey 


ic about ; particularly the Prince of 0. 
range's Declarations, Moreover he was 
the firſt that printed the famous Ballad 
of Lillyburlero ; tho' fearing to ſell them 
publickly, he did not get much by it; 
But ſoon after, when his Highneſs's Suc- 
ceſs was out of! the Queſtion, Mr. Richard 
Baldwin was not ſo cautious; for 
he reprinted the ſame, with the Tune 

prick'd to it, which ſold prodigioully. 
Speaking of the Prince of Orange, 
puts me in mind of a Story I had from 
Abel's Landlord ; Mr. Loggary the noted 
Engraver, comes to him one day, and 
ſhews him a PiQure of Oliver Cromwell 
mounted on a prauncing Horſe, with 
Armies and a Fleet about him, and un- 
derneath, this Inſcription, vis, Hi 
Highneſs Oliver, Lord Proteftor. Says 
Abelto him, I will be concern'd-in work- 
ing off the Plate; but you muſt firſt 
"aſe out Oliver's Head, and engrave that 
of the Prince of Orange in its room. 
Make him a handſome Gentleman, with 
2 Roman Nole, a little Pock-fretten ; | 

and it. will look like him: And as to 
the Words underneath, you may It 
Fir Highneſs ſtand, and inſtead of Oli- 
wr, 
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wer, Lord Proteffor, make it William, 


Prince of Orange. Loggan went away, 


and alter'd the Plate according to Abel's 
Directions ; ſo got a Number work'd 
off, and they went Partners in the Sale, 

which proved very profitable, notwith- 
ſtanding the Difference in People's Judg- 
ments about the Reſemblance; ſome 


aſſerting, that it was very like the Prince ; 


others, that it was not like him at all. 
Having occaſionally mention'd the 


Revolution, I ſhall here beg my Reader's 


Patience, while I ſtep a little out of the 
way, to give ſome Account of my very 
good Friend and Acquaintance, Mr. 
Timothy Goodwin, Abel's Fellow-Appren- 
tice, tho' of an older Standing. He kept 


a Houſe and Book(ſeller's Shop over- 
againſt St, Dunſian's Church in Fleet- 


fireet, and was employ'd, before the 
Prince of Orange came over, by the 
Great ones, who ſent ſeveral Letters by 


_ him, which he folded and put into a 


hollow Cane, and ſo carry'd them to 
Holland ; and executed his Commiſſion 
”o well, that he got a great Tanſey pi 


+ & 


OIL dicd 


(6) 
died a Natural Death. He was a very 
honeſt, induſtrious, and good-natureq 
Man; ready to do Good Offices for 
any of his Acquaintance when in 
Trouble, not excepting Abel himſelf, 
As an Inſtance in this kind, I ſhall oh. 
ſerve, that when Mr. Bowyer the Printer 
was burnt out in White Fryers, Mr. 
Goodwin, tha' of different Sentiments 
in Point of Politicks, undertook to make 
a Collection for him among the Book- 
ſellers and Printers, and did it with that 
- Earneſtneſs and Succeſs, as contributed. 
very much to Mr. Bowyer's Reſettlement 


in his Buſineſs. 
Burt to return to Abel, the proper Sub- 


-jc& of theſe Papers. The Hurry of 
Mens Minds at the Revolution being 
pretty well over, he became acquainted 
with Authors. He printed a Play, en- 
ticled, The Maſſacre of Paris, written by 
; that ingenious Poet Nat. Lee, whoſe 
Brains were crack'd by over-thinking 
for Expreflions in his Writings. He af- 
terward printed a Book of Songs and 
Poems written by the famous Mr. Tho- 
mas Durfey: And there appearing about 
this Time a Pamphler, call'd, The Great 

3 Baſiard 
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| Baſtard ProteFor of the Little onz, printed 


for Mr. Baldwin above-mention'd, Mr. 
Elkanah Settle brought Abel the Copy of 


a Pamphlet upon the ſame Subject, only 


ic did not direRly aſſert, that a certain 


' Perſon was lllegitimate ; and having 


committed it to the Preſs, it came out 
with very good Succeſs. Theſe Scraps 
of Abel's Hiſtory I likewiſe had from his 
Landlord: | 

And here having mention'd Elkanah 
Settle, it may not be an unacceptable Di- 
greſſion to give ſome Account of that 
Poet. Toward the latter end of King 
Charles's Reign, Elkanah belong'd to a 


Club, of which the 01d Earl of Shaftesbury 


was at the Head. Here * colleed ſome 
Memoirs of theDuke of York, and putting 
them together, -they made a Twelve- 
penny Pamphler, entitled, The Character 
of a Popiſh Succeſſor, printed for John 
Starky. next the Devil Tavern in Fleet- 


ſtreet ; which ſold extraordinary well, 


and gain'd the Author a vaſt Reputation 3 
But the Court at that Time taking Of= 


| fence at ir, intimidated poor -Elkanab, 
and then, for the Conſideration of Fifty 


Guineas, prevail'd with him to write a 


Recantation 


thy manger - 
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Recantation of it, which ſo entirely loft 
him in the Opinion of both Parties, 
that he was forced ever after to get his | 
Livelihood by writing Elegzer, and Con. 
mendatory Verſes on ſuch as he heard were 
raiſed to any Preferment. At laſt, grow- 
ing old as well as poor, he was got in- 
to the Charter-Houſe by a Compaſſionate 
Friend, where he not long ſince died, 
He was a Man of good Natural Parts, and 
a tolerable Latin Scholar ; bur after he 
had forfeited his CharaQer, no Perſon 
of Werth would keep him Company; 
and ſo for want of Converſation and 
Reading (for he had no- Money to buy 
Books) he became a wretched dull Au- 
thor, and was forced to content himſelf 
with the Title of City-Poet, which ſome 
People gave him, inſtead of being made 
Poet Laureat, to which he might have 
Rey” 2D | 
But once mere to return to Abel. By 
- time having pick'd up a little Mo- 
, he removed to a berter Shop, next 
42 to the Devil Tavern in the ſame 
Street, where Mr. Starky above-men- 
tion'd had formerly liv'd: And writing 
News-Letters into the Country, as his 
Maſter 


Maſter had donie before him, he haps 

ven'd ro inſert a Paragraph in' one of 

them, relating to ſome Twrky Ships I re- 

member, tho? the Particulars I could ne- 
E vet leatti; for which he was carry'd be= 

E fore the Earl of N....., then one of the 
W Principal Secretaries of State to King 
E Wilam; and after baving been ask'd 
& ſcyeral Queſtions concerning that Parg+ 
= graph, his Lordſhip gently reprimanded 
= him, telling him he muſt take more Care 
= for the future, and fo diſmiſs'd him, to 
© his great Conſolation, this being the firſt 
= Time he was taken up, | 

= The ſecond Time of Atel's Trouble 
= of this ſort, he was ſummon'd before 
© Mr. Sectetary Trumball, for negleQing 
= to Licenſe a Play he had printed of Mr. 
E Southvell's, upon the Complaint of Mr. 
= Cooke, a Lawyer, then Licencer of the 
= Preſs: And being examin'd by one of 
= the Under-Secretaries in relation to the 
ſaid Non-Licence, he anſwer'd, that Mr. 


b Cooke's Complaint was nothing but Ma- 
$ lice, becauſe he refuſed ro comply with 
bis Demand, which was a Book of 6 #, 
Price; too-much (ſays Abel) to give for 
a Licence, that coſts other People but 
C Half 


C 10\) 


Half a Crown. Whereupon he was dif. 
_ chats: © 
After this, he lay quiet a Year or two, 
till putting Tom Durfey, of Snappiſh 
Memory, (but at that time in great 
Vogue for his $0gs) upon writing a 
Copy of Verſes on Dr. Sherlock late Dean 
of St. Paul's taking the Oaths to King 
IVilliam, being convinced (as he (aid) 
by reading Biſhop Overall's Convocation- 
Book; Mr. Durfey gave his Poem the 
Title of the Weaſel; and not content 
with being very Satyrical upon the Do- 
Qor, he. was charged with ſome Hete- 
rodox Notions of the Reſurrection to- 
ward the Beginning of this Work, nay 
and that it ſquinted Atheiſtically too. 
 Whereupon Abe! received a Viſit from 
Robin Stevens, alias Hog, then Meſſen- 
ger of the Preſs, and was by him car- 
ty'd before Sir George Treby, Attorney- 
General, afterwards Lord Chief Juſtice 
of the Common Pleas, who you muſt 
underſtand had no great Opinion of Dr. 
Sherlock; and being ask'd how he came 
to- print that ' Pamphler, he anſwer'd, 
that he had no other Thoughts in doing 
zt, but t6 get a Pom, the Times Hove 
a} RY OY ST 
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bard: Upon which Sir George turn'd 


his Head afide, but was perceived by 
Culpritto ſmile, whom he preſently com-. 


manded to-go about his Buſineſs, as hc 
joyfully did; and the firſt thing was, to 
blow this Accident well, which made 
the Poem ſell ſo extraordinarily, that 
the Preſs was kept going upon it Night 
and Day for almoſt a Week. 

' But the Courtiers and Great Men of 
the Law were not the only People Abel 


had to deal with. He had ſometimes. 


the Honour to appear before the Lord- 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen, and 
ſometimes before ſingle Aldermen a&- 
ing as Juſtices of the Peace ;' once, for 
Inſtance, when he happen'd to offend 
Sir Humphrey Edwin, by, refleQing (as 
he would have ir) on the Reformation of 
Manners Men; a Sett' of People, in 
plain Truth, he had no better Opinion 
of, than 'the Lord Chief Juſtice Ho/t 
had. | | 

Having printed a Book entitled, The 
Art of Cuckoldom, wherein Robin Hog 
the Meſſenger (aid there were Obſcene 
Expreſſions, he got the Grand Jury to 
ling 3 Bill of Indiment againſt Abel, 
C 2 which 
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which did not a little perplex him] 

However, he reſolv*d to try. what that 
univerſal Friend Money would do. He 
made an Offer of ſome Coin to Robin, 

which he refuſed ! Thereupon he flip'd 

a Piece of Gold and a Crown Piece into 
his Pocket; not ſo privately, but that 
it was percciy'd, as he defign'd. Im- 
mediately Mr, Hog grunted, as Swine 
generally do when you ſcratch them on 
the Belly, and ſaid. he could not, promiſe 
zo do. him any Service, but be would uſe 
his, Endeavour. The Money had ſo 
kindly an Effec, that Abel heard no more 
of the Proſecution; ; andſo much for this 
Indictment, 

By that time the Aﬀair in. relation to 
the. Book of Cuckoldom, was well over, 
Abel marxry'd his Miſtreſs, the Widow 
of Mr, Chriſtopher Wilkinſon before-men- 
tion'd, and ſo became the Partner of her 
Bed, as he was before in the Shop. He 
was then in the 31ſt Year of his Ape; 
and, yet it was generally believ'd by his 
Neighbours, that Abel had kept his Vir- 
ginity for her, I wiſh I could, have the 
lame Opipion of him: But I. miſtruſt 
him the more, becauic in my; Conyer- 

ſation 
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ſation with him, he would often talk 
amorouſly, tho' not obſcenely. 
- The next Ruffle Abe! met with, after 
his Marriage, was occaſion'd by ſome 
Book Dr. Drake had written ; which not 
being to the Faſte of the Court, he was 
ſeverely proſecuted, for the ſame ; bur 
upon a Nec-n0n in the Indictment, the 
Jury acquitted him. Our Friend Abet 
inſerted, in bis. Poſt-Boy, that there was 
a Flaw in, the Indictment, &©c, Upon 
which he was, by his old Acquaintance 
Robin, taken. up and carry'd, before the 
Under-Seerctary ; and. being: examin'd 
about ir, he anſwer'd, that, he knew noe 
thing of it till be ſaw it in the Poſt-Boy, 
(tho' by.the by he told an Untruth) and 
be ſtood to this, notwithſtanding all the 
Threats and good. Words they could 
give him; inſomuch that not knowing, 
what to do, with, him, they order'd, 


_ Robin Hog tq.carry him ta the Tilt-Yard 
Coffee-Hauſe, Whiteball, for a few Hours ; 


and in; the, mean-while the Under-Se- 
cretary, ſent: for Mr. Borret, then Soli- 
cKor- of, the Treaſury, whoſe Buſineſs 


it was to, manage Proſecutions againſt 
ſuch: as libel'd .the Government, or the 


like ; 


( 14 ) 
like; who being come to the Office, 
little Abel was reconduceed thither ; and 
being carry'd before Mr. Borret, Come 
Mr. Roper, ſaid that Solicitor, you had 
beſt own this Paragraph, and we will be 
very indulgent to you, or Words to that 
Effect; upon which the intendedAnfiwer. 
er ſmiled, and ſhook his Headat the ſame 
time. But this was not to ſerve his 
Turn, the Under-Secretary ſtill preſſing 
him to own it, nay giving him the four 
_ Evangelifts to kifs, with theſe Words, 
Do you know any thing relating to this Pa- 
ragraph about Dr. Drake ? To which 
Abel, perhaps tired out, or otherwiſe 
grown angry, anſwer'd, That is a Non- 
fenfical Oue jon. This put the Gentle. 
man into ſuch a Paſſion, that he loaded 
poor Abel with hard Names, and order'd 
him into the Cuſtody of one Clarke, a 
Meſfenger, This was on the ries 
Evening; but our Paragraph-Hunter 
threatning to bring a Habeas Corpus, was 
admitted to Bail the next day in the Af- 
trernoon, about Six of the Clock, Mr: 
Borret afterwards told the Under-Secre- 
tary, he was in the wrong, and that he 


he not to have PR that ax 1 
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'Abdal, for no body was obliged to accuſe | 
himſelf. 


1 am not certain, that it was upon 
this Occaſion the following Occurrence 
happen'd ; but if not, it was in relation 
to ſomething inſerted in his Paper much 


' about the ſame time. 


Abel being apprehenſive that Mr: 
Beardwell, his Printer, would be taken 
up and examin'd, went and ſaid thus to 
bim: My. Beardwell, I believe you will 
be taken up: You know you are often af- 
flifted with the Gout ; be ſure you lie abed 
longer than ordinary to-morrow Morning, 
This was, as I take it, the Sunday Eve- 
ning, after he was bail'd; and he add- 
ed, My Meaning is, if you hear any Stran- 
ger coming up Stairs, be ſure you cry out 
and make a doleful Noiſe, as if the Gout 
was very firong upon-you. And juſt as 
Abel had gueſs'd, two of the Meſſengers 


coming up Stairs the next Morning, Mr. 


Beardwell ated his Part as dextrouſly 
as any Theatrical Tragedian could have 


done; and a Report being made at the 


Secretary's Office, of his bad State of 
Health, and that it might endanger his 


FO 
ſo effeQually, that the Printer heard ng 
more of that Afﬀair. 

The next thing that diſturb'd the 
Quiet of our Newſmonger, was, that 
having inſerted in his Paper a Liſt of 
thoſe Juſtices of the Peace who were 
left out of the Commiſſion, as well as 
| of thoſe new ones who were put in their 
room, he was ſent for by the Attorney. 
General, whoſeverely reprimanded him, 
and told him the Lord Chancellor was 
bighly diſpleas'd with it. This, how- 
ever, had no ill Conſequence with 
regard to him; neither was it worth 
mentioning, only I am inclined to be 
as particular as I can in the Inſtances of 
bis being in Jeopardy ; for I never heard 
of any one Man, that was ſo often had 
before Secrerarics of State, Oc. and nc- 
ver ſuffer'd by Fine or Corporal Puniſh- 
ment inflited on him, as ever I could 
learn, though undoubredly he deſerv d 
both. _ 

We ſhall now proceed to fomeching 
more Material. You muft know, he 
ſtill Kepr printing of Books; one of 
_ which was written by Capt. Smith, of 


about 2 7, Price, c entitled Memoirs of " 
cret 
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cret Service ; and as it was in relatiof 
to the Duke of Shrewsbury, containing 


an Account of what the Author call'd 


his Grace's ill Uſage of him, ſeveral Co- 
pics of Lettcrs were inſerted, which con- 
cern'd the Duke, who was then one of 
the Principal Secretaries of State : So as 
ſoon as this Book appear'd abroad, Abel 
was taken up, and examin'd by his 


| Grace's Under-Secretary Mr. Vernon, 


who told him, that if he did not deliver 
into his Cuſtody rhe whole Impreſſion, ht 
ſhould be feverely proſecuted ; and Abel 
tearing the ill Conſequences that might 
enſue upon his Refuſal, aQually ſent him 
all the Books, and thereby pur a Stop 
to the Proſecution : But I have heard 
him complain of this as a great Hard- 
ſhip ; for ſoon after, it ſeems, Mr. Jobn 
Darbythe Printer reprinted this very Book 
by the Author's Dirc@ions, perhaps with 


a ſew trivial Alterations; and the ſame 


was publith'd and fold with Impunity, 
no body being ever queſtion'd about it. 
| When Guineas went at 3o s. and our 
Silver Coin was debaſed arid clipr; 
Pamphlets were written concerning the 
Recoinage, viz. by the celebrared Mr: 

D Fohtss 
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Joly Locke, and by William Lownde; 
Eſq; both Gentlhamen of very great Note, 
One day about this time, an Officer and 
Abel drinking together at the Tilt-Yard 
Coffee- Houſe, tell into Diſcourſe upon 
the Subje& of theſe Pamphlets, bur 
could not agree to which to give the 
Preference, the Officer alerting that Mr, 
Lowndes's was the beſt Pertormance, 
and Abel as peremptorily declaring for 
Mr. Locke. Said the Officer, I will allow 
Mr, Locke to be a very ingenious and 
learned Man; but Mr. Lowndes comes 
cloſer to the Text. With that, reply'd 
Abel, Lowndes is no more to be compared 
to Locke, than my Lord Marlborough 
70 Marſhal Turenne. The Officer therc- 
upon told him Compariſons Were odions ; 
and being an Enſ' ign in the Earl of Marl- 
borough's own Regiment, could do no 
leſs than greet Abel with a Slap o' the 
Chops; fo to Loggerheads they went; 
but being both pretty much in Drink, 
they were ſoon parted without hurting 
one another, and made Friends. This 
Story I had from Mr. France, the Ma- 
ſter of that Coffee-Houſe, who alſo ſold 
Wine. | RED 

Thc 
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The next thing Remarkable in this 
Man's Life was, that having printed a 
Book of about 3 5s. 6 4. Price entitled, 


The Hiſtory of the Conſpir acy againſ King 


William, ©c. written by Dr. Kingſton, 


wherein was inſerted a Liſt of ſeveral 
Gentlemen, bur inſtead of their Names 
at length, only the two Firſt Letters of 
them ; there happen'd among theſe to be 
Sir W. C. Whereupon Sir William 
Coryton, Baroner, came in a great Hurry 
ro Abel, and demanded to know the 


Reaſon why he inſerted his Name in the 


Liſt? Abel! told him, he had not, that he 
knew of. Yes, ſaid Sir William, you have, 
pointing to the Place in the Book where 
Sir W.C. was printed. Abel, to juſtify 
himſelf, pretended, he did not know Sir 
William was meant by it. Ts, ſaid Sir 
William, I am meant by it ; and I will 


make my Complaint to the Houſe of Com- 


mons, of which he was then a Member. 
Sir, cry'd Abel, I wiſh you would; for 
that will make the Book ſell the better. 
Upon which Sir William went away in a 


great Huff, and told Mr. Timothy 
Coodrvin, his Bookſeller, who liv'd hard- 


by, what had paſs'd, calling Abel an im- 
D 2 pudent 
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 pudent and ſawcy Fellow. No, Sir, ſays 
Tim, the Man is reckon'd an honeſt and 
modeſt Man ; and is very right in his No- 
ton, for your Complaint would certainly 
nake the Book ſell; and therefore T believe 
you had better be filent, Accordingly Sir 
I/iliam took his Advice, and dropt his 
intended Complaint. This Story I had 
from Mr. Goodwir's own Mouth ; andit 
puts me in mind of the following. 
After the Diſcovery of the Aflaſſina- 
tion-Plot, a General Council was held 
upon a Sunday, in which a Proclamation 
was order'd for ſeizing ſeveral of the 
Confpiratorsthereinnamcd, with 1000. 
Reward for each of them. Abel gets a 
Liſt of them that Afternoon, and by 
Six of the Clock the next Morning pub- 
lifes what he call'd, A True Account of 
the Conſpiracy, with a Liſt of the Conſpi- 
rators Names, This happen'd on the 
23d of February, 1695, That Atter- 
noon (viz. Monday) the Proclamation 
appear'd, and in it the Names of the 
_ Conſpirators, as mention'd in Abel's Pa- 
per publiſh'd in the Morning, There 
were particularly named in it, the Duke 
of Berwick, (then {aid to be come to 
London 


( 21 ) -Þ 
London to forward the Deſign) Sir 3 
George Barclay, Major Lowick, George 0 
Porter, Capt. Stow, Capt. Walbank, Capr, ij 
James Courtney, Dinant, Chambers, Boyſe, 
George Higgons, Davis, Cardal, Good- 
man, Cranburn, Keys, Pendergraſs, Byerly, 


Trevor, Sir Greorge Maxwell, Durance, l 
Chr. Knightly, King, Sir William Parking, | 
and Rookwood. Now ſeveral of theſe | 
not knowing the Plot was diſcover'd, | | 
tillthey heard AbePs Account cry'd about | 
the Streets, jump'd out of Bed, and l 
made their Eſcapes; which irritated the bl 
© Government againſt him, fo that he was | 
= takenup, and a Proſecution order'd up- = l 
* on the ſame. Thus poor Abel, once | 
* more in the Suds, has Recourſe to Mr, 4 
| Gillibrand, I think then a Meſſenger, but | 
| formerly a Bookſeller, and a Man in good | 
| Eſteemamong the Great ones; and pre- i} 
| ſenting him with four or five Guineas, l 
| Gillibrand went and told them, he dared 


_ — PT = 


to ſay Abel had no Deſign but to get 
Money in publiſhing his Account, with-_ 
out dreaming of the Miſchief he did by 
It; upon which the Proſecution was 


dropt. 
Now 
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Now to convince you, that Abel wa, 
no Coward, read the tollowing Article, 

There was a Paper-War between D;, 
Kingſion, and Mr. Thomas Bron, { 
celebrated for his Wit and Humour jn 
Writing, who pelted each other with 
their Pamphlets. Our Boojſeller printed 
for the former, who having made ſome 


ſmart Reflextons upon his Antagoniſt, 


poor Tom came one day to Mrs. Deard, 
who kepta Toyihop under St. Dunſtan's 
Church in Fleerſireet, to borrow a Stick 
to beat Abel; but ſhe would nor lend 
him one: Upon which he ſtept over to 
Abel's Shop, who being behind his 
Counter, the Poet ſtruck him on the 
Breaſt, Abel could not return the Blow, 
becauſe his Adverſary kept at a Diſtance; 
ſo he jumps over his Counter, and 


thruſts To into his Back-Shop, where 


they fought Man-fully for ſome time, 


till Tom's Breath had almoſt left him, 


he being very foggy by overmuch Drink- 
ing, tho' a luſtier Man than Abel; who | 
thereupon ask'd him if he had enough? 
and he replying in the Aﬀtrmative, the 
Battle ended; when Abel perceiving his 


Prother-Combatrant's Face all bloody, 


aSk'd 


"T'289") 


Wd him to go into his Kitchen, where 
Wc bid the Maid help him to a Baſon of 

AVater and a Towel ; and having wath'd 
U himſelf clean, his Antagoniſt, who 
Wrought him all the time without Malice, 
_ op] ask'd him to take a Pinr of 
Wine, to refreſh him after the Fatigue 
Fof the Day; ; but Tom refuſed and bruſh'd 
away. It was ſuſpected, that Dr. Bay- 
T... put Mr. Browne upon this Expedi- 
Win; becaule .it was well known the 
EZPoct was not given to Fighting, and be- 
ſide, the Door was obſerv'd to walk 


Wyche bloody Engagement laſted. This 
BZ Account of the Fight I took ont of the 
| L Poſt-Boy, which was printed two days 
W after, and written (as I have been in- 
£ form'd) by Dr. Kingſion, who made 
7 almoſt a Column of ir, without mcd- 
i Cling with the Bath DoQtor above-men- 
W tion'd, the Suſpicion of whoſe Concern 
W in it I had from other Hands. 


gome time after this, when they were 


I very good Friends again, Tom Browne 
wrote a Half-Sheet Poem, entitled, A 
8 Satyr upon the French King. This, if 1 


remember right, was immediately after 
he 


7 to and fro before the Door, all the while 
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Peace of Ryſwick ; and as no Ambaſſidy 
was yet arrived from France, Aly 
thought he might print it very ſafely, 
but was ſoon made ſenſible of his Mi. 
ſtake, Complaint being preferr'd againl 
him by an Ageat of the Court of Fran; 
who was then in Exgland; fo he wa 
taken up, with his Author, for whon 
he was obliged to find Bail, as well zz 
for himſelf ; but poor Toms was reported 
to be ſent ro Newgate, upon which 
Mr. Fleetwood Shepheard wrote a very 
ingenious Elegy upon him. Two Lines 
of Mr. Brown?'s Satyr, Ithink, ran thus: 
And haſt thou left Old Jemmiy in ts 
Lirch? A pc. 

A Plague confound the Doftrines of ily 
. Church! | 
Abel knew not what to do with this 
Proſecution, (for an Indifment waz 
drawn up againſt him) and dreading 
the Conſequences if procceded on, gors 
to a Friend of his, that was an intimate 
Acquaintance of the Under-Secrctaty's, 
and puts him upon asking a Letter i 
In his Favour to Capt. Baker (I think F 

was) then Solicitor againſt Men und 
his Circumſtances; which the Undet 
| Secretary 
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Seerctary. granted. "This Incendiafy, as 
WW -1 may call him, was adviſed with the 
W Letter to carry a couple of Guineas ; and 
ſo hc heard no more of the matter. | 

This I bad from Mr. Ted, then Cham- ” 
ber-Keeper of the Wine-Licence Office, | 
who was. a very good Friend to Abel 
W upon this Occaſion, induced thereto by 
W his Son's being bound Apprentice to 
him, who is now a Bookſeller in the ſame 
Meet. i | 

+, After this, joining with others of the i 
W Trade, Abel. printed a Half-Sheet, en- | 
W titled, The Auttion of Ladies, and pre- 
S fix'd to it the Piture of a Black Ram; 
8 wherein ſeveral young Ladies, eſpecially 
8 Tradeſmens Daughters, were ſcanda- | 
iouſly refleed on ; and the Batchelors, | 
you muſt think, didnot'fare much ber- \ 
ter. The Paper was witty, and ſome 
of them written by Tom Browne, and 
ſold extraordinary well, till Numb. VIII. 
Wor IX. came out, on which enſued a Pro- 
W ſccution, and ſo put a Stop to that per- 
$ nicious way of abuſing young People ; 
.!or their Deſign was: (as I have been in- 
#orm'd) to go thro' the whole Town j 
"th it, Their Scandal - was couch'd | 
; T1 Wo E aftex ' 
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after an Inſinuating manner, as thus: 
A young Lady that lives within a Mil: 
of Fleetſtreer, &'c. for there were no 
Names printed: But ſome of the Der. 
{ons fo reflected on, employ'd Rohin 
Stevens to carry on the Proſecution, not- 
withſtanding the Paper was laid down; 
and it went lo far, that they were found 
Guilty of Printing and Publiſhing the 
ſaid Paper: Whereupon their Counle 
moved to be heard in relation to the 
Merits of the Cauſe, vis. Whether it 
was ſcandalous? as (ct forth in the [n- 
ditment; and, Whether, when no 
Names were prinred, it could be proved 
that ſuch and ſuch Perſons were meant? 
For Inſtance now, it was ſaid in one of 
thoſe Papers, that A Sly Batchelor, not 
iwo Miles from Temple-Bar, had lately 
burnt his Fingers in the Cold Bath. Why 
it was true, that Capt. Sly the Haberdaſher 
without Temple-Bar had been unſuccels- 
ful in his Undertaking of ſetting up a 
Cold Bath near Iſlington ; but would 
any body have thought: the//Captain 
would for that Reaſon contribute toward 
the Proſecution, and even make him- 
(elf, one of the Evidence againſt rhem at 
their 
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their/Tryal? Aﬀecr: this, my little Li. 


teller applies -to his old Acquaintance | 
Hog, and gives him four or five Guineas ' 


not to concern himſelf any more about 
it; which had ſo good an Effect, that 
they heard no more of the matter : And 
when the Gentlemen who clubb'd to the 


Proſecution .came to, Robin, and ask'd 


the Reaſon why he did not proceed in 


that Aﬀair, he anſwer* d, that he had met 


with a very great Misfortune ; ; for he had 
loſt all the Papers relating to the Cauſe. 

I cannot forbear giving here ſome Ac- 
count of Abebs ill Uſage of Mr. Thomas 


Guy, the rich Bookſeller in Lombard. 
Street, m reflecting upon the Founder of 


ſo many. Charitable Houſes, &'c. For 


he inſerted. in one of his Poſi-Boys, that 
he dealt very much in ſelling Common 
Prajers, but was never known to make 


ule of them, by going 10 Church, This 
was [aid upon Occaſion of Mr. Guy's op- 
poling. Samuel Bracebridge Eſq; when 
he was choſen Member of Parliament 
for Tamworth, which Borough Mr. Guy 


bad! repreſented many Years. And I 


think Abel the more to blame in this Af- 
fair, Not .only as Mr, Guy might bave 
Fo E 2 expected 
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expeaed better Treatment from a Bro. 
ther in Trade, but as he had a ſort of 
Claim in point of - Gratitude, having 
attually built and endowed an Hoſpital 
for poor People at Tamworth aforeſaid, 
But Abel would have it, that this was 
| done more with the' View to be choſen 
Member of Parliament, than out of 
Charity; for (faid he) there was poor 
Mr. Tebb his Bookbinder, to whom tho' 
he had always paid Ready] Money, yet 
he made him work._at ſuch a low Rate, 
that the Man could not live by his Trade; 
ſo finding himſelf in bad Circumſtances, 
he went one day to Mr. Cay, and told 


him, he had bound for him fo cheap, | 


that he was very poor, and even neceſſi- 
| tated to ask him to put him into his 
Hoſpital at Tamworth. Mr. Guy's An- 
{wer, according to Abel, was, that if 


he ſhould put him there, be would become 


ht, Why (reply'd the Binder) 
| thought you had built Nh Hoſpital for 
Charity, However, he would not grant 
his Requeſt, 'To conclude this Article, 
whatever ſome People may ſpeak in De- 
rogation of Mr. Guy's Memory, it muſt 
be allow'd, that. the Haſpital he we 
built 
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built and endow'd, at his own Exp ence; 


| for the Reception of Incurables, is one. 


of the nobleſt BenefaQions that ever wag 


given by one Man ; and therefore an Act 
_ bf Parliament paſsd laſt Seſſions, enti- 


tled, An Adt for incorporating the Execu- 
tors of the laſt Will and Teſtament of 
Thomas Guy, late of the City of London, 

Eſq; deceaſed, and others, in order ta the 
better Management and Diſpoſi tion of the 
Charities given by bis ſaid loft Will : 

Wherein, among other things, it is ena- 
Qed, that the Preſident and Governors 
of the Hoſpital founded by him, may 
fet up his Piure, or Statue, and Mo- 
nument, to perpetuate his Memory for 
his Generous and Charitable AQtions ; 


the Expences of the ſame not to excced 
2000 þ, 


' This ſame Abel, tho? Amorous ſome- 


times, would yet never. own himſelf 
Guilty of printing any Obſcene Books, 
except One, which tended that way, 
entitled, A Calleftion of Poems, &c. 
written by Mr. Tho. Browne, He put his 
Bookbinder's Name to it, vis. William 
Sparkes, who till lives in Fetter- Lane. 
way" gQes Roti the Meſſenger to this 

* Binder's, 


DC 
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Binder's, and knocking at the Door, eq; 
quires for Mr. Sparkes. Sparkes, tho! at 
Work in the Garret, heard him; ang 
knowing his Voice, anſwer” d Robin, that 
he was not at home ; for which Robin 
call'd him an impudent Fellow, Gc, Thi 
reaching Abel's Ears, he made a Para. 
graph of it; but was forced to go to the 
Meſlenger's, and atone for it, by giy- 
ing him a handſome Gratuity, Ar this 
Time, Mr, John Nutt near Stationers 
Hall was Abel's Publiſher of Pamphlets, 
and Robin's near Neighbour; who un- 
dcrſtanding that Mr, Hog made a ſort of 
Property of his Friend Abel, went to him 
and ſaid, You have this Fellow (Robin 
Hog) always grunting' after you for Me- 
acy; if you will take my Advice, give 
him no more; or elſe he will be perpetually 
plaguing you. I know his Humonr ; he 
Will do nothing for -nought, as the Saying 
ir. He took his Advice; and it proved 
juſt as Mr. Nutt had perſuaded. This 
I had from Mr. Nutt himſelf. 

Abel was once ſummon'd before the 
Board of Admiralty at Whitehall ; and 
being ask'd how he came to give an Ac- 
count, in his Poſt=Boy, of the epwne 
0 
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of his Majeſty's Ships in Time of War, 
by which means the Enemy would be 
apprized of it? He anfſwer'd, thar he 
only printed the Port-News, and was 
not awate of any Harm that could ac- 
crue from thence, by inſerting it in his 
Paper. He was thereupon reprimanded, 
and told, that he ſhould not tor the fu- 
ture put in any thing of that nature, but 
what he might take from the Gazerte. 
His Anſwer was to this Effet : That 
it would then be ſtale, and conſequently no 
News. Upon which Mr. B..... ſaid, 
Come to me, and I will inform you as to 
Port-News ; but he never did. The 
Author of the Poſi- Mar being alſo fum- 
mon'd at the ſame time, he anſwer'd 
and ſaid nothing, but cringed and com- 
plimented, and promis'd to take Care 
for the future ; which made the worſe 
tor Ab:1, who was ſtiff, and would pro- 
| mile no ſuch thing. 
Having occaſionally mention'd the 
Onondam Author of the Poſi-Man; 1 
fancy it will not be irkſome to read a 
thort Account of him. His Name was 
Mr. Fontvif; he came over hither, when 
the Perſecyyzion of the Proteſtants was 
| commenced 
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commenced by the French King, a poor * 
Refugee, tho' in other reſpe&s a Gen- 
tleman of ſome Learning. When he 
was here, he tranſlated for Bread; and 
would do as much for 5 or 6 s. as the 
Bookſellers were obliged to pay the other 
Writers they employ'd, double the Mo. 
ney for. In ſome ſliort time he ſet up 
a Half-Sheet Weekly Paper, entitled, 
An Hiſtorical Account, publiſh'd by Ri- 
chard Baldwin ; and what with his News, 
and his Remarks thereon, work'd him- 
ſelf into ſome Reputation; bur after- 
wards came in Partner with Abel, who 
kept to his Title of Poſt-Boy; and by 
their joining Forces, the Paper circulated 
very well ; till calling Mr. Baldwin to 
Account, :and Dick not proving a faith- 
ful Steward, they broke off Partner- We 
|  fthip; and Abe! made a Propoſition, W 
That honeſt Dick ſhould give him a 
Bond of 50 Pounds, (which was execu- 
ted accordingly) never to call any ſuc- 
ceeding Paper of his the Poſt-Boy, nor 
I to mention the Word Poſt-Boy in it: 
| - But the next Poſt-day, it came out with 
a Preamble to this Effet : Whereas my 
Paper was call'd the Poſt-Boy, I think 
| | proper 
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proper 20call it the Poſt-Man for the fa: 
' 2wre; 'So'the Penalty of the Bond being 
incurr'd, our Newſmonger commences 
a Law-Suft: againſt Mr. Baldwin; but 
upon his employing Friends, atid hum- 
= himſelf, Abel opt the Proſecution; 


pon his paying "oF Ten Pounds, and 
frgaee the reſt, 


_ Give: me leave to add. a few Lines 
more in relation to-this Mr. Baldewiy; 
He was a zealous - Revolutioniſt, and 
publiſh'd abundance of Pamplilets' ot 
that ſide of 'the Queſtion, both before 
and after the Settlement of the Govern= 
\ ment ang Succeſſion. He was a great 
Admirer-/of: King William, of Glorious 
and Immortal Memory, and continued 
ſtedfaſt to the Day of his Death; bur 
unhappy Man ! he tippled too much,th& 
he was ſeldom or never known to be dif- 
oviſediin Drink ; and ſmoak'd Tobacco 
lo exceſſively, that it ſliorten'd his 
Days. | 

I was well inform'd, that ſome of 
| hisFriends once gave him Two Guincas 
| In hand, never to ſmoak another Pipe ; 
but he, poor Man! was ſo addied to 
it, that in a very few days he grew 

E 0 
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of the Barpain, and offer'd to. return the 
' Diſcontinuance Money ; and they, con. 
ſfidering how-much-he had been uſed to 
the Weed, -and that to. leave it quite off 
might prove faral/to his Conſtitution, 
 comply'd with his Deſire, and permitted 
him to goon, but adviſed bim at the ſame 
time to uſe it moderately. As. for the 
Two Gyineas, they would not take them 
again:; and: Dick being reſolv'd not to 
pocket them, he invited thoſe and ſome 
| other Fricads to- an Entertainment, 
E wherein he treated them with Veniſon- 
| Paſty and Plenty of Wine ; which co 
| kim "EG the Sum above ſpecity'd, 
| but did him no Diskindneſs, -becauſe it 
hid in the way of thoſe who partook of 
it. to. promote his Buſineſs, which they 
did very conſiderably. 
 ., About Nineteen Years ago, I was 
| with Abel at the Tilt-Yard Coffee-Houle, 
 _ WWhiteball; andthe ſurprizing Newsbeing 
brought thither at that Inſtanr, that the 
Queen had like to have been ſhot at F: 
| Windſor, our Newſmonger, after a {W- 
| ſhort Pauſe, ſaid he muſt go and find We 
| out the Truth, and ask'd me if I would 


| ſtep with him to the Devil. I was at 
a9 36 : ; firſ 
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firſt a Netle ſtartled at the Expreſſion ; 
however, together we went to Mr.. 
Shuttleworth's at Charing-Crofs, who al- 
ſo kept a- Tavern at Windſor ; and cal- 
ling for a Bottle of Wine, Abel rold 
Shuttleworth what lie had heard, who 
thereupon not only confirm'd ir, but 
related many Circumſtances, all which 
Abel: carefully inſerted in his Poſt- Boy 
the next day. But for this, my Friend 
Abel and the Cabaretiey were ſummon'd 
before Mr. Secretary Boyle, afterwards 
created Lord Carleton; and being exa- 
mined in relation to the ſaid Paragraph, 
they were. reprimanded in a handſome 
Gentleman-like Manner, and diſchar- 
ged: But Shuttleworth was nevertheleſs 
enraged at Abel for mentioning his Name 
in the Account, calling him Raſcal and 
other hard Names, Whereupon, faid 2 
Yadelt Abel, You need not be ſo anz 
gry; for I put your Name in the Paper to 
make you known. Had not you this Morn- 

Ing a great deal of Company to make Enz 
_ quiry into this Matter? Yes indeed, re- 
 ply'd Shuttleworth, that is true enough ; 
 Jor I bave not had ſo much Company in 
my Houſe in a Morning this Tevetvemonth. 

F 3 Why 
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Why then, ſaid Abel, it anſwer d my End: 
So the Devil and'he were Friends again 
You muſt know, there. was a Perſon 
ſeiz'd upon this Account ; but appear. 
ing upon Examination to be diſorder'd 
in his Senſes, he was diſcharged. ' . 
Abel having inſerted in his Poſt-Boyy WE 
an Advertiſement relating to Mr. Lovet, WE 
Brother to the Gentleman that built the 
Eddifiene near Plymouth, (ere&ted fiſt 
by Mr. Winſtanley, who was loſt therein 
in the Great Storm) ſaying .he lodg'd 
in Damnation-Alley, and bantering him 
about his Talkativeneſs, eſpecially upon 
the Subje@ of Trade ; Mr. Lovet acci- 
dentally met him an Evening or two 
after near Whitehall, . and: greeted him 
thus: 7 will put the Lion's Paw upon you, 
for, abuſing. me; and thereupon. prels'd 
his Hand ſo, hard upon Abel's Face, that 
he ſqueez'd his Nole almoſt flat, 'Then 
Gia. Abel, And I. will put the Unicomn' 
Horn upon you ; and with bis Cabe almoſt 
knock'd. him .down. The, other pre- 
paring to renew his Attack, People ſept 
between, and. in: all' Likelihood pres 
vented. Bloodlheg... Upon which, ſaid 
the Unicorn: ro:thi: Lon, L an not an- 
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ſwerable for Advertiſements ; I now 1n0- 
thing of it. Then the Lon begg'd the 
Unicorn's Pardon; and ſo they. parted 
Friends. The proper Naine of the Alley 
we ſpoke 'of, was Mermaid-Coart ; but 
being then chiefly inhabited by a parcel 
of Juvenile Damſels, more famous for 
their Freedom than Modeſty; it was 
commonly call'd, Damnation-Alley. 
|  Formetly a certain Door of Phyſick 
and a Barriſter at Law had ſome Conteſt 
| (I have forgot upon what Subje&) but 
Abel inſerted Advertiſements 'for them 
| both; rill at laſt one of them (the Law- 
| yer I think it. was) being ſtung to the. 
| Quick, and: thinking he. had ' wrong 
| done him, -gets an Order for Abel to ap- 
pear at the K7ng"s-Bench Bar, Weſtmin« 
ſer, which he did, to anſwer the Com- 
| plaint. "The Merits of the Cauſe come 
# ingon, Sir-Fohx Holt, then Lord Chief 
# Juſtice, ſaid to this EffeR :' Yar Printers 
8 4d Bookſellers take a- great deal-of Li- 
8 %1y from the Preſs, 8c. Get you" gone, 
& 2*t' You gone ; 45 if he chid him. The 
Defendant t6ok the Hint; and immedi- 
g ly gbt 'out'-of Court, the "Counſel- 
g !ors making Room for him ;, and ran ſo 
; | faſt 
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faſt thro” the Hall, (afraid of the Tip) 
that he did not ſtay to look behind hin, 
Mr. Wells, afterwards made a Sergeant 
at Law, and Member of Parliament, be. 
ing of Counſel for the Plaintiff, and 
not obſerving Abel's Movement, began 
to look upon his Brief, and open the 


perceiving, he ſtuck his two Thumbs 
in his Girdle, and ſaid, Why the Mon is 
gone; whereupon there was a general 
Smile in the Court, and the Counſellor 
ſar down very mute, cotitrary to his 
uſual Clamolity. So: AbePs Departure 
put an Exit to that Afﬀair. 
Mr. George Ridpath, Author of the 


Flying-Poſt, having been try'd at Guild. 
hall for inſerting in his Paper ſome ſcan- 


dalous Reflexions upon Queen An, 


had not the Curioſity te ſtay in Court 
till the Jury brought in their Verdid, 


but wiſely : made off, and never ſtopt 


(after he heard they had brought him in 


Guilty) till he reach'd the Banks of Hot- 
land ; where bcing in. Company with 
ſeveral Engliſh Gentlemen ſome tims 
after, rheir Conyerlation turn'd upon 
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" Afﬀairs of their own Nation; and George 
" ask'd Sir FJobn Walter, Baronet, who 


was of the Number, (then Clerk of the 
Greencloth;'and Member of Parliament 
for the City of Oxford) whether be knew 
Abel Roper, for be was a great Rogue, 
&, Sir Fobn anſwer'd, I know Abel, 


and believe him to be a very honeſt Fel- 


low ; but there is one Ridpath, whom I 
do not know, is a very R-ſcal, &c. Upon 
which George was extremely humble 
and filent ; but the reſt of the Company 
{neer'd. 
Theſe Memoirs of AbePs Life were 
(to the beſt of my Remembrance) writ- 
ten at the Time when his Side was not 
uppermoſt: But having miſlaid 'fome 
other Memorandums of him, particu- 
larly as to his Amours, that of Lord 
William, &c. (which, however, Iam in 


_ hopes of recovering, ſor I am ſure they 


are ſomewhere among my Papers) I 
muſt deferr the reſt till another Time, 
In the izterim, I ſhall give a brief, but 
true Account of his Kinſman Toby, men- 
tion'd in the Title-Page of this Eſſay, 


| from ſome Memoirs I colleed among 


my 


(4) 
myCoveutry Friends, but mote from the 
"= Mr. Thompſon, who.kept a Publick 
” Houſe near Fleet-Bridge, London, whoſe 
Houſe Toby. chiefly frequented, and it 
Was therefore alld his a 
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Go _ 0 B Y's Father was ham 
KT Thomas King, a Farrier in 
el Highſtreer, Coventry ; anhoneſt 
wrTEtt TH: induſtrious Man ; who 
marry'd Mrs. Ruth Roper, Siſter to Abel, 

the Subje& of the. foregoirig Pages, and 
by her-had his Son Edward King, com- 
monly :calld Toby. This Toby; when 
about Fourteen Years of Age, was fenit 
for to 'Town by:his U ncle Abel 'Roper, 


G and 
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and by him bound Apprentice to him- 
ſelfas a Bookſeller : Bur ſoon after, leay. 
ing off Shop, and making it his whole 
Bufineſs to colle& Home-News, he 
wanted one to attend him, and carry 
his Copy to the Printer's, and in this 


_ Capacity he employ'd his Blinking Ne- 


phew ; who coming up Stairs one day 
at the 7ilt-Yard Coffce-Houſe, White- 
ball, to ſpeak to his Uncle, cries Capt, 
Draje, one of the Clerks at the Admi- 
ralty-Office, who now lives at Hartmer. 


ſmith, Here comes Toby, And from 


that Moment to his Dying Day, he hard- 


ly went by any other Name. 


* The Pitcher goes often to the Well, but 
comes home broke at laſt, is a Proverb 
not ſo very applicable to my Purpole in 
what I am going to relate, becauſe it 
was almoſt at Toby's firſt ſetting out as 
a Paragraph-Carrier, that his Uncle ent 
him one Evening with ſome Copy from 
the Rummer Tavern" at Charing-Croſs, 


and being arrived about Northumber- 
land Houſe, he was accoſted by a Com- 


mon Night-Walker, pretty well drels'd, 
with a How do you' do, Conntryman 
fo Says 


( 43 ) 
Says Toby, Why, are you my Countrywo- 
man? Yes, anſwer'd Madam, I am. So 
jogging on lovingly together, ſays Toby, 
Do. you know Coventry ? Ay, very well 
ſaid ſhe. And do you know my: Lady 
Hales ? ſays Toby. Ay, God bleſs her, re- 
ply'd the pretended Coventry Woman; 
fot ſhe is a very good Gentlewoman : So 
Toby could no. longer doubt of her be- 
ing his Country woman. By this time 
they drew pretty near to Exeter Ex- 
chauge ; and Toby had agreed to give 
Madam a Pint of Ale at the Upper End 
of Exeter Street; which was the moſt 
he could do too, for he had but Two 
Pence in his Pocket : But as the D---l 
would have it, before they could reach 
their defired Port, ſome of the Refor- 
mers of the Manners of this wicked Age 
happen'd in their way, and knowing the 
Woman to be a common Strumpet, 
ſeiz'd both her and her Gallant. Toby, 
tho' in a Fright, ſummon'd in his Rea- 
{on to his Aſſiſtance, and had the Pre- 
ſence of Mind to get away from them : 
But,. O grievous Misfortune! Toby was 
| NnoRacer ;: ſo they ſoon retook him, and 
| carty'd him and his Doxy Priſoners to 
MW = 3 ---— a 


C2 
the Roundhouſe in St. Martin's Lane, 
Being thus ſhut up in Durance hard, 
poor Toby entertain'd Thoughts at firk 
of dying like ſome of the Ancient Ro. 
#ians; but at length conſidering that 
they were Heathens, and he was none, 


he reſolv'd, let the Event be what it 


would, and let this Adventure make 
never lo much Noiſe in the World, to 
the Prejudice of his tender Reputation, 
which till now had been Unſfpotted; 
he reſolv'd, I ſay, to beſtow the Two 


Pence (his All) upon a poor Woman 


to carry his Uncle the dreadful News! 
Abel uſed then to ſpend moſt of his 
Evenings at Mr. Crofts's, the Rummer 
'Fayern at Charing-Croſs, and hither the 
Meſſenger was dire&ed to go ; but it 
pnfortunately happen'd, that Abel was 
nat there that Night; whereupon the 
Woman ſeeming as concern'd, as ſhe 
had before been importunate, Mr. Crofts, 
the Maſter of the Houſe, had the Curio- 
ſity to efquire what Buſineſs ſhe had 
with Mr. Roper ? Why, ſays the Woman, 


1 fone. from his Kinſman; he is in St. 


Martin's Roundhouſe, and wants to ſpeak 


with hin HOO: MVe in the Round- 
houſe, 


(45 ) 
'bouſe, Woman? No, no, it cannot be, 
ſaid Crofts. Nay, re ply'd the Woman, | 


call bim Toby, or what you pleaſe, I da 
not know his Name; but he ſays Mr, 


Roper is his Uncle ; and I tell you he was 
| brought to the Roundhouſe with a Woman 
above an Hour ago. Well, ſays the Vint- 
ner, Mr. Roper is not in the Houſe ; but 


an't pleaſe God , I will go myſelf, and 


knows the Truth of this Matter. Accord- 


ingly he went, and finding the Meſlen- 
ger had not deceiv'd him, he wrought 


Toby's Deliverance, by engaging to ſee 


him forth-coming when ſent for, which 
he never was: 

Some time after this, Toby being in 
Haſte, and the Evening dark, (and cve- 
ry body knows he could ſee but very 
indifferently at beſt) Mr. Evans, who 
was at that time Under-Secretary to the 
Lord Chamberlain, and Toby happening 
to meet, Toby unfortunately blunder'd 
againſt Mr. Evans, who taking it for an 
Aſſault, 'calld to the Lodge at White- 


hall, where Toby was kept Priſoner all 


Night ; but the next Morning, his Un- 


cle, who was acquainted with Mr. Evans, 
Mr and told - him the Misfortune of 


his 


(46) 


his Kinſman's Eyeſight ;- whereupon h; 
was diſcharged without paying Fees, 

Sir Richard $--le, a celebrarcd Author 
in thoſe days, was judg'd to be of 
great Uſe to the Publick in his way of 
Writing, particularly with regard to 
the Diſmantling and Surrender of Dun. 
kirk, 8c, But as it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe every body, there appear'd : 


Pamphlert under the following Title, 
viz. The Charafter of Richard S--le Eſg; 


il with ſome Remarks... By TOBY, Abel's 

Kinſman'; or, according to My. Calamy, 

li! A; F.0 N..: Tn: a Letter ta bis Godfather, 
Price 6 d. Now this Pamphiler was not 
| __  writtefi'by Toby, as many People ima- 
| gined,'” What induced them to believe 
| ir was,” I'rake to be this: They knew 
lf  bhis' Uncle had been ar the Charge of 
© reaching him ro tranflate French and 
| Dutth; which in a Year's Time he dit 
| 
| 


| pretty well, and in a: tolerable good 
o Style; bur for Politicks,:he underſtood 
_\\_- rhemiho more, than the:Peftle and Mortar 


li Apothecary, or the Virtoſs Door, that Wl 
S nie: it his 'Buſinefs to catch. Butterflies, ; 
It andiafterwards difſe&.them. The real 
ll Nur (as1 have been inform'd gy” Mr. 
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Butler, the Bookſeller, in Holbory) was: 
Dr. Wagſtaffe, Phyſician to St, Bartha- 
lmew's Hoſpital, a very ingenious, fa- 
cetious, and pleaſant Gentleman; who 
was likewiſe Author of that excellent 
Piece, call'd; A: Comment upon the. Hi- 
ſtory of Tom Th mb. However, when 
| Toby was ask'd Whether he wrets Mrs | 
| &-»[#'s Character, he would ſhake his 
| Head, ſquins, and ſay nothing. -- 
| . But now, having enjoy'd a. Srofqgnd 
| Quiet for a conſiderable time, poor Toby 
s call'd out once more. to ſuffer, - He 
had undertaken. to print and. diſperſe a 
Pamphler, 'entitled, An Evgliſh Mer- 
chant's Remarks upon a ſcandalous Jaco» 
bire Paper publiſh'd in the Paſt-Boy; un- 
der the Name .of a Memorial. preſented 
'0 the Chancery of Sweden. by i #bg;-Refi- 
dent. of Great-Brizains. 1 . gopld-:never 
| learn where. Toby had the Gopy; of. this 
Pamphlcr'; bus believe it died a; Secret 
within his own Breaſt : Andil am the - 
more apt to think fo, becauſe.tho' the 
Government: came very artfully ingo. the ; 
| Knowledge ofthe, Printer and: -Publiſber, 
they could yet never learn, :by*any Art 
Or Stratagemn, wh was the Author of 
; thoſe 


es "wu 
thoſe Remarks. When Toby was truds: 
ing about the Town to diſperſe this 
Pamphlet, a Friend of his ask'd him, 
how he dutſt venture to do it ? O, ſays 
Toby, I diſguiſe myſelf. Diſguiſe yourſelf 
reply'd the other, How? By pulling my 
Peruque on one fide, anſwer'd Toby, and 
flapping my Hat over my Eyes. Well, it 
is certain, he did this for ſome days 
before the Government knew any thing 
of it. Atlaſt, a pretended Friend of 
Toby's, 'but employ'd under-hand by 
thoſe at the Helm, came to take a Night's 
Lodging with him ; and Toby coming 
home pretty much in Drink, (for he 
was a great Lover of Strong Liquor) 
and taking his Friend to be one of the 
ſame Principles with himſelf, he made 
no Sctuple' of telling him in Bed, that 
he handed that Pamphler to the Prefs. 
Thereupon the other ask'd him, who 
printed- it? And Toby told him, the 
Widow Beardwell. The: next News 
we heard, was, that Mrs. Beardwell and 
Toby were taken into Cuſtody, upon the 
Information of that very Bedfellow of 
| his, tho” the Man - always deny'd !t: 
After a few days, the Widow was 2d- 
STO mitted 


— —- 
mitted to Bail ; but poor Toby was con- 
tinued in Cuſtody, becauſe he would 
not tell where he had the Copy : And 
the Meſſengers thought themſelves ſure 
of this Point, if they could but make 
him very drunk. They try'd the Ex 
periment, therefore; for Toby would be. 
as drunk as they pleaſed ; but in his 
Cups they could get no niore out of 
bim than when he was ſober, excepting 
that he return'd into their Laps Part of 
the Liquor, of which they had been ſo 
liberal. Thus continuing Obſtinate 
and Inflexible to the laſt, he was kept 
in Cuſtody fix or ſeven Months, at the 
Expiration whereof an Act of Indem- 
niry came out, and Toby taking Advan- 
| tage of ir, eſcaped out of their Hands. 
| This Pamphlet was very ingeniouſly 
| and learhedly anſwer'd by the Lord 
Moleſworth, who (Pag. 6.) lays, oY 
© am not ſo ill skill'd in Performan- 
* ces of this Nature, as to be ignorant, 
* that no Swede, of himſelf, is capable 
| * of writing ſuch an Engliſh Paper; 
** for it's done with more malicious 
* Skill, than any Perſon born under 
** Northern Slavery can contrive and 

= *© accom- 
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© accompliſh. The Materials and 
'* Hints, - which were furniſhed by 
Count Gyllenbourg, have been im. 
' proved by ſome inveterate evil Syh- 
'* ject of his Majeſty, who has adapted 
them to the preſent ill Temper of out 
* People, very Artificially: 

In the next Page, Lord M. quotes 
the four following Lines from Count 
Gyllenbourg's Pamphlet ; viz. © Heis 
< very much ſurprized (forſooth) tofind 
«* in the Poſt-Boy of the 19th of Ju 
« laſt, a Memorial ſuppoſed to have 
** been preſented by the Reſident of 
© Great Britain to the Chancery 
© Sweden: '” And then goes on thus: 
© No doubt he beſt can tell how, and 
« for what Reaſons, Mr. Jackſon's Me- 
* morial came to be put into the Poſt 
« Boy. *Tis ten to one, that the Per- 
«© ſon who cauſed that Memorial to be 
© inſerted in that Paper, is a very ncar 
«© Acquaintance of the Engliſh Met- 
& chant's who makes the Remarks. 

_ «&. However, thus far I agree with hin 
&* (which he will not thank me mucl 
< for) that the Paper call'd the Poſi-b 


& (as well that of the 19th of Joy lah 
Ow | fe 1 
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« 25 all the other bearing that Title) 
&« is in general a Scandalous Facobits 
cc Paper 3 and People have wonder'd, 


« that it has not been ſuppreſs'd long 


« ago: No doubt but there are Rea- 
& ſons for it; and ſome ſtronger than a 
« bare Unwillingneſs to violate the Li- 
« berty of the Preſs. * 

Upon Toby's being taken thus into 
Cuſtody, his Uncle and he parted, and 
poor Toby was forced to ſhift for him- 
ſelf, So to get a Penny, Toby cauſed 
the Dying Speeches of Juſtice Hall and 
Parſon Paul (two Preſton Rebels hang'd 


at Thburn) to be printed pompouſly in 
a large Broad Shect, with their Effigies 


ee amet eds. mane diene attend DA tires teat 


at Top, curiouſly engraved in Copper: 
But as for Reſemblance, the Juſtice's 
Piture was as like him, as Bow Steeple 
is to that in Bloomsbury ; and for the 
other, the Engraver might as well have 
call'd it the Reverend Mr, Patten's, 
However, the Deſign anſwer'd ſo well, 


| that Toby got a new Suit of Cloaths by 
it, and Money i in his Pocket ; which laſt 


being in Time pretty well exhauſted, 
and not knowing how to get more in 
an Honeſt way, Toby takes a Trip to 


H 2 -. - -- Coventry, 
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Coventry, the Place of his Nativity, where 
his Father-in-Law, a Farrier, gave him 
a kind Reception, and took a little Houſe 
for him, which in a ſhort time was 
launch d under the Name of Toby's Cof. 
fee-Houſe; and here Toby ſold ſtrong 
Ale, Coffee, and Drams, and entertain'd 
his Friends with his Squints and Conun- 
drums, Neither, to ſpeak Truth, did 
he want for KhcaaOment, but fell 
at once into a very good Train of Bult- 
neſs, all the Gentlemen of the City and 
Country (of the Tory Party) frequent- 
ing his Houſe, - chiefly on account of his 
Principles, but more particularly for 
his Fidelity in ſtanding ro his Text, 
and not diſcovering the Author of the 
Swraiſh Pamphlet above-mention'd: 

And obſerving that poor Toby had no 
Sign, they thought none ſo fit to hang 
at his Door, as his own ſweet Phy, 
which they therefore defired Mr. Fry, 
who drew all their Pi&ures, to rake up- 
on a Board of Toby's providing ; which 
he did accordingly, and hit his Likeneſs 
ſo exactly, that he gain'd a great deal 
of Repuration by it. 


T oby 
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Toby being thus ſettled at Coventry, 
when he had little Company in his Houſe, 
and conſequently no Buſineſs, he would 
often affe& the Student, by paring over 
ſome Book or other. He had pot before 
him one day a Trad, entitled, An exact 
and moſt impartial Account of the Indift= 
ment, Arraignment, Tryal, and Judg- 
ment of 29 Regicides, the Murderers of 
King Charles I, Printed for Andrew 
Crook at the Green Dragon 2 St. Paul's 
Church-Yard, and Edward Powell at the 
White Swan 77 Little Britain, 166a. 
Which Yir Chriſtopher Hales, Baronet, 
(then in the Houſe) obſerving, he ask'd 
Toby what he was reading ; and Toby 
anſwer'd him thus; I find here in the 
Work before me, in the Fournals of the 
Rebels, the fellowing Reſolutions. 

* 6, Jan1648, The Commiſſioners 
* for Tryal of the King are order'd to 
* meet on Monday (then) next, at 
:- Two of the Clock, in the Painted 
« Chamber. 

** Painted Chamber, Monday, $. Fan. 
* they choſe Aſh, Doriſlaus, Steele and 
* Cook, to be their Counſel, and other 
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Upon which Toby remark'd, that ther; 
was one Steele mention'd in. the laſt Þ1. 


ragraph ; but he hoped he was no Re. 


Jation of the celebrated Mr. Rich4r4 
Steele ; for tho' I have lately Taken upun 
me (lays Toby) to give the Charader of 
that Gentleman, I have a better Opinion 
of him, than to think him deſcend: 
from one that could plead againſt Majeſy, 


| Sir Chriſtopher told him, he knew no- 


thing of the Matter. Then (reply'd 
Toby) don't tell any thing of what I an 
about ; for you muſi know I am going tt 
write an Hiſtorical Account of the Pri 


_ Ceedings of that King-killing Parliament, 


ot of the ſeveral Hiſtories of thoſe Times, 
by way of Abridgment. IT am promiſed 
great. Helps; and have a fair Proſpect if 


Encouragement from ſome who have ci 


lected Memoirs of thoſe Times ; whereby | 
ſhall be enabled to put ſeveral Material Oc- 
currences: in a clearer Light, than thy 


have hitherto appear'd in. However our 


blear-eyed Hiſtorian died before he had 
finiſh'd this Undertaking, leaving be- 


hind him a Manuſcript of ſome Choir! 


Memorandums, as he terms them; 


which I ſhall not take upon me to me- 
thodiz 


(6) 


hodize and render coherent, left per- 
:dventure I ſhould injure the Memory 
of the Deceaſed. 

I had almoſt forgot to take Notice 
how neceſſary it was for Toby, when he 
took a Coffee-Houſe, to take a Wife alſo, 
The Obje& of his Love was his Father- 
in-Law's Houſekeeper, who proved a 
yery notable Wife : But he, like an im- 
prudent Man, drank hard. It was not 
ſo much, that he had the Liquor for no- 
thing, that his Tap ran the faſter, but 
the Natural Love he had for it. 

His Uncle ' generally went once a 
Year to viſit him ; but had the Mortifi- 
cation to ſee him ſometimes drink to 
Exceſs. He adviſed him all he could 
zgainſt it, but to no purpoſe. Ar laſt 
he ſaid once for all to him, Toby, I find 
yu have a mind to make your Wife a 
Widow ſoon : T will not ſpeak to you any 
more about drinking ; and ſo fare you well, 
As heſaid, ſo it proved; for about two 
Months after, he departed this Mortal 
Life, of the Diſtemper call'd the Jaun- 
lice, So for poor Toby there was 
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